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Background: 

The Mark F Randolph Award recognises outstanding doctoral research in areas relevant to 
offshore geotechnics and supports the active engagement of early-career researchers within 

the ISSMGE community. It is for recent PhD graduates and offers the awardee the 
opportunity to present key PhD findings through a presentation and accompanying paper at 

one of the two major conferences in the offshore geotechnical field (OSIG or ISFOG).  
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Nominations 

Nominations should be sent to the TC209 Chair. 

For OSIG 2027, submit to: Phil Watson (phillip.watson@uwa.edu.au) 

Who can nominate? 

 Any PhD supervisor who was directly involved in the candidate’s doctoral project may 
submit a nomination. The nominating supervisor is solely responsible for 
correct/complete submission and cannot (along with any other supervisor of the 
nominee) be part of the award selection committee. 

 Self-nominations are not permitted. 

Timing 

Nominations will typically close 18-20 months before the relevant offshore geotechnical 
conference (OSIG or ISFOG). Sufficient overlap in the eligibility window will be included, to 
ensure all potential candidates can apply.  

The successful awardee will be notified a 2-3 months after the closing deadline, and no later 
than 12 months before the start of the conference.  

For OSIG 2027, nominations close: 1 February 2026 

Eligibility 

The following criteria apply: 

 The area of research must be relevant to TC209.  Accordingly, it must be related to 
offshore site investigations and/or geotechnical engineering, including but not limited 
to site characterisation, ground modelling, geohazard assessment, foundation 
systems or soil-structure interaction.   

 The PhD thesis must be either fully accepted or accepted with minor corrections, with 
official documentation available confirming that the degree has been awarded (or will 
be awarded) pending these corrections. 

 There is no age limit to apply for this award. 

For OSIG 2027, the eligibility window is: nominee must have successfully defended their 
PhD thesis after 1 July 2022 and before 1 February 2026 
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Nomination Procedure 

The application must include only the following documents in the specified order and compiled 
in a single PDF (no other documents will be considered): 

1. This completed and signed form. 
2. A CV of the nominee (2 A4 pages maximum) focusing on their contribution to the 

profession. 
3. A letter of reference from one of the PhD supervisors (2 A4 pages maximum).  The 

letter should directly address the judging criteria outlined below. 
4. An abstract of the PhD thesis (1 A4 page maximum). 
5. Official documentation confirming that the degree has been (or will be) awarded 

pending minor corrections (e.g. dated/signed examiner’s report or university letter). 

Additionally, the following document must be sent independently to the TC209 Chair:  

6. A completed and signed form (see below) from an external PhD examiner (or where 
there is no external examiner, an independent expert with in-depth knowledge of the 
thesis).  

Finally, a PDF copy of the PhD thesis should also be provided to the TC209 Chair. 

For clarity, the submission must be in English. 

Judging Criteria 

Nominations will be assessed based on the following three criteria, which shall be given 
equal weighting: 

 Innovative Research: The candidate must have demonstrated originality and 
creativity in addressing key issues relevant to TC209. 

 Significant Contribution to the Field: The thesis must provide clear advancement in 
knowledge, theory or practice that has the potential to impact research, design or 
implementation in areas relevant to TC209. 

 Addressing Research Gaps or Methodological Challenges: The area of research 
must identify or tackle existing gaps in research or practice, or introduce novel 
methodologies with clear impact. 

The selection panel will comprise a minimum 4 members chosen from the TC209 committee 
plus at least 2 representatives of the relevant international conference. 

The decision of the selection panel is final. 
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Selection and Approval 

The following steps outline the process that will be followed to select the awardee: 

1. TC209 call for nominations – typically 3 months prior to close of call. 
2. Call for nominations closes – typically 18-20 months prior to the conference. 
3. After close, the TC209 Chair will form the selection committee responsible for 

reviewing each nomination and selecting awardee(s) of the award.  
4. After selection of the awardee, the TC209 Chair will advise ISSMGE President and 

seek approval to award.  
5. Notifications to awardee(s) – no later than 12 months prior to the conference. 
6. Certificate(s) acknowledging award (signed by ISSMGE President) passed to local 

conference organisers and presented to awardee(s) at conference.  
7. Awardee(s) information added to ISSMGE website and OSIG/ISFOG (as relevant) 

conference website.  
8. Awardee(s) must prepare the paper for the conference by the deadline given by the 

conference organiser, with notification of the presentation time to also be provided by 
conference organiser 

Award Paper and Lecture Information 

Each awardee will be invited to: 

 Write a paper: The paper should summarise their PhD research, providing a 
general overview of the thesis rather than focusing on a single element.  The 
awardee must be first author of the paper and may choose to include the 
supervising/advising team as co-authors.  

 Present at the conference  

Paper length and presentation duration will be confirmed by the relevant conference. 
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Submission Checklist 

 Application from PhD supervisor (in a single PDF): 
 Nominee is eligible. 
 Application form completed, including completed biography section. 
 CV of the nominee (2 A4 pages maximum). 
 Recommendation letter from supervisor (2 A4 pages maximum). 
 1 A4 page PhD thesis abstract. 
 Official documentation confirming that the degree has been awarded (or will be 

awarded) pending minor corrections (examiner’s report dated and signed or letter 
from the university dated and signed). 

 
To be sent separately to TC209 Chair: 
 One external PhD examiner to fill in the recommendation form and send to the 

TC209 Chair.  
 A PDF copy of the thesis. 
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THE MARK F RANDOLPH AWARD  
APPLICATION FORM 

 
Nominee Information 

First Name:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

Middle Name:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

Last Name: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Country: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Affiliation (university/company/etc.): Click or tap here to enter text. 

Date of PhD submission: Click or tap to enter a date. 

Date of PhD defence: Click or tap to enter a date. 

Date of PhD degree (if applicable – not mandatory):  Click or tap to enter a date. 
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 Nominee Biography (max. 200 words) 
Click or tap here to enter text. 
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Nominator (PhD Supervisor) Information 

First Name:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

Middle Name:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

Last Name: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Country: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Affiliation (university/company/etc.): Click or tap here to enter text. 

Title/position:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

Contact email: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

Nominator statement 

I confirm my role as PhD supervisor of the nominee. 

I give my permission for this application form (along with all attachments) to be shared with the 
selection panel.  

 

 

Signature: Click or tap here to enter text.               Date: Click or tap here to enter text.         
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THE MARK F RANDOLPH AWARD  
EXTERNAL EXAMINER RECOMMENDATION FORM 

 
 
Note: If there is no external examiner, then this form can be completed by an 
independent expert with in-depth knowledge of the thesis.  

Examiner Information 

First Name:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

Middle Name:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

Last Name: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Country: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Affiliation (university/company/etc.): Click or tap here to enter text. 

Title/position:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

Contact email: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Candidate Information 

Name of PhD candidate: Click or tap here to enter text.                                                                                  

Date of PhD defence: Click or tap here to enter text.                                                                                  

Title of PhD thesis: Click or tap here to enter text.                                                                                  

Composition of the PhD Defence Committee 

1st Opponent: Click or tap here to enter text.                                                                                 

2nd Opponent:  Click or tap here to enter text.                                                                                

Additional Members of the Jury: Click or tap here to enter text.                                                                         
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Overall Evaluation of the Thesis 

Please provide numerical ratings (1 = very poor, 10 = excellent). 

Originality and Innovation 

To what extent does the thesis demonstrate originality and creativity in addressing challenges 
relevant to TC209? 

Score (1–10): [Click or tap here to enter text.] 

Contribution to the Field 

Does the thesis provide a clear advancement in knowledge, theory or practice, with potential impact 
to research, design or implementation in areas relevant to TC209? 

Score (1–10): [Click or tap here to enter text.] 

Addressing Research Gaps and Methodological Challenges 

Does the research successfully identify and address existing gaps, or introduce novel methodologies 
with clear scientific or practical impact? 

Score (1–10): [Click or tap here to enter text.] 

Relative Standing Among PhD Candidates 

In comparison with all PhD candidates you have examined or supervised during your career, how 
would you rank this candidate’s contribution? 

☐ Outstanding (top 5%) 

☐ Excellent (top 10%) 

☐ Very Good (top 25%) 

☐ Good (top 50%) 

☐ Average or Below Average 
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Detailed Evaluation of the Thesis 

Format and Scope 

Please specify the format of the thesis (e.g. written thesis vs collection of papers) and describe the 
nature of the work (e.g. theoretical, numerical, experimental or applied). 

Comments: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Scientific and Methodological Quality 

Assess whether the thesis represents an independent and comprehensive piece of work of high 
academic standard. Consider the methodological, theoretical, and empirical foundations; 
documentation; engagement with literature; and quality of presentation. Are the materials and 
methods appropriate and the conclusions well supported? 

Comments: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Contribution to Knowledge 

In your opinion, does the thesis provide a significant contribution to the advancement of knowledge 
in the field? 

Comments: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Authorship and Independence 

For theses including co-authored papers (especially theses in the form of a collection of papers), please 
comment on the extent to which the candidate’s individual contribution can be clearly identified and 
deemed substantial. 

Comments: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Concluding Remarks 

Please summarize your overall assessment and any recommendations. If there were differing views 
among committee members, please indicate the nature and reason for these differences. 

Comments: Click or tap here to enter text. 
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Examiner statement 

In completing this form, I confirm that it is an objective and independent assessment based solely on 
my role as reviewer of the thesis (or in my capacity as independent expert). 

I give my permission for this recommendation form to be shared with the selection panel.  

 

 

Signature: Click or tap here to enter text.               Date: Click or tap here to enter text. 


